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There has also been increased participation in the National Y;(:ll)tll;
Movement, a domestic organization of §everal thous.n.ndﬂy:u:o:isl ople
that devot,es itself to constructive projects furtlfem‘lg X o e

> economic development of the society. T}k‘xe %'g'am:saitl;n:) :eCosta e
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svup and their orderly and constructive
efforts. Some disaffection, however, has begun to make itself felt. In
mid-1969 the economics students at the university went on strike de-
manding the elimination of fing] examinations as a requirement for a
degree.

The Roman Catholic Church as an institution is not a factor in
the country’s political life. The Constitution declares the apostolic
Roman Catholic faith to be the nation’s official state religion, but it
also precludes the clergy from holding any high political oflice. An
overwhelming ma jority of Costa Ricans are Catholies, but the Church
itself has traditionally abstained from political activity. For the
most part church-state relations have been harmonious, and what
tensions have occurred over the years were the result of religious
rather than secular activities, In general, the Church has tried to

Serve as a moderating and mediating influence in national affairs,

One uncharacteristic episode took place in 1969 when the curia in
San José forbade clerics from marching in the May Day labor parade,
allegedly fearing possible political involvement. The ban was de-
cried in most quarters ag unwarranted interference by the Church
officials in what was considered a display of support for labor, which
had no politica] connotations. Although the ban remained in effect,
a number of Iiberal younger priests took part in the march (see
Religion, ch, 5).

The Free Costa Rica Movement (Movimiento Costa Rica Libre—
MCRL) was in 1969 an anti-Communist group, which had a mem-
bership of prominent citizens from all walks of life and all major
political parties, It was organized along paramilitary lines and was
known to be the most heavily armed group in the country.

The MCRL was outspoken in its denunciation of communism
and had taken a strong stand against registration of an alleged
Communist-front political party, threatening to adopt a “combative
policy” if the Communists were permitted to participate in politics
through a front organization, Conversely, the University Student

~ Congress in early 1969 accused the MCRL of being a military group

and recommended that it be dissolved by the government. Although
the movement has always stayed within strictly legal bounds and has
demonstrated no opposition to the government, it is considered by
many to be a potential danger to the country’s democratic institutions,

Whereas no distinet segment or element was particularly influentia]
or disruptive and the general atmosphere was one of peace and
stability, dissatisfaction with the status quo was demonstrated in
widespread reform movements; and in 1969 the country was in the
Process of revising the Constitution, the penal code, and the electoral
code. The stabilizing factor, however, was that differences were
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